
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
You know, friends, in this month of ‘valentines’ , we Jews should consider offering to 
others a true ‘gift of the heart’ .  And in doing so, we can literally save lives.   
 
You may not be aware, but organ donation is permitted and sanctioned by every 
stream of Judaism: Reform, Reconstructionist, Conservative, and Orthodox.  Yet did 
you know that only 5% of Jews are organ donors?  I’ve often wondered what 
accounts for the widespread misconception (and in 2007, no less!) that organ 
donation is against our religion.  I look to our more traditionally-observant brethren; 
of the special care they give the body after life has left it.  In such communities, a 
volunteer group called a Chevra Kadisha gently and reverently washes the body and 
prepares it for burial.   
 
And in our own way, we Reform Jews seek to preserve the dignity of the body once it 
no longer sustains life.  Like our traditional cousins, we try to bury our dead as soon 
as possible.  Additionally, we keep our caskets closed, and take steps to avoid 
invasive procedures (such as embalming or autopsies) wherever possible.  But there is 
another way to preserve dignity for both the dead and the living.  In fact, there are 
times when ‘ invading’  the human shell serves a higher purpose!  After all, each of us 
values the commandment to save life -- a concept known in Hebrew as Pikuach 
Nefesh -- whenever we are able.  And the task of preserving life is so valued in 
Judaism that almost any Mitzvah must be set aside in order to do so.   
 
This means that if a Jew who is Shomer Shabbes (strictly Sabbath-observant) needs to 
go to the hospital on Saturday morning, they’ re not to question whether such action is 
permissible whether their need is important enough to merit a car ride.  No: they must 
get in the car and go!So it’s with Pikuach Nefesh in mind that I return to the subject 
of organ donation.   
 
 



 For the dignity of our dead is sometimes best preserved, when the gifts that once 
sustained them may be used to sustain others.  I hope that many of you will embrace 
the idea that donating organs after death is a true Mitzvah, based on the Torah’s 
commandment: “ Do not stand idly by your neighbor©s blood.”  (Leviticus 19:16)   I 
believe that this idea is worthy of our consideration, and I would encourage further 
conversation (perhaps there would be interest in a ‘one-shot’  seminar on this very 
topic some time in the spring?).  But right now, I ask you to consider for yourself – 
and to discuss with your loved ones -- the possibility of becoming an organ donor; 
making your intentions abundantly clear.   
 
We should all merit long and healthy lives.  But at the same time, be aware that even 
when our spirits move on, our bodies can help fulfill the Talmud’s dictum: “ Whoever 
saves a single person, it is if he saves an entire world.”  (Sanhedrin 4:5) 
 
My best wishes to each of you for a meaningful month of February.   
 
B’vracha, 
Rabbi Seth Stander 
 
 

 
 

2006-2007 “ Introduction To Judaism”  Schedule 
 

“ Introduction to Judaism”  
November 2006 – March 2007 

Temple Beth Tikvah – The Jewish Center of Clear Lake 
Rabbi Seth Mark Stander, Instructor 

 
Here are our  remaining sessions (all classes take place on Saturday mornings 
from 10:00-11:30 a.m.): 

 
 

1. FEBRUARY 3 
The centrality of Shabbat in Jewish life 

 
2. FEBRUARY 24 

“ We are what we eat” : a primer on Kashrut (dietary laws in Judaism)  
 

3. MARCH 3 
The Jewish lifecycle 

 
4. MARCH 17 

Olam Haba: ‘Afterlife’  visions in Judaism 
 



5. MARCH 31 
The importance of Israel: past, present and future 

 
The class is free of charge to TBT members; a tuition fee of $100 will be charged for 
non-members, covering all class costs (checks only -- made out to ‘Temple Beth 
Tikvah’ ).  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Friday, February 2nd        
Our monthly “Pot Luck Shabbat”  will begin with a 6:45 p.m. service.  It will be 
followed by a ‘holiday-themed’  pot-luck dinner at 7:30 p.m.  For the pot-luck dinner, 
we invite you to ‘cook creatively’ , bringing items consisting of one or more of the 
‘Seven Species’  eaten during the festival of Tu B’Shevat!  During the service, Rabbi 
Stander will share a festival-themed story. 
 
 
Friday, February 9th (and Saturday, February 10th) 
Please join us for a special Shabbat weekend of celebration!  Jessica Lieberman will 
celebrate becoming Bat Mitzvah on February 9th and 10th.  Friday evening services 
begin at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday morning services begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Friday, February 16th  
Our monthly ‘ interactive’  Shabbat will take place immediately following abbreviated 
liturgy; the evening begins at 7:30 p.m.  Our topic for this month will be “ Derech 
Eretz: how today’s Jews can remain civil in a ‘ rude’  world” . 
 
 
Friday, February 23rd  
We will hold a Torah service during our 7:30 p.m. Shabbat evening worship.  Also, 
Rabbi Stander will offer a D’var Torah on the week’s parashah (Terumah). 



 
A FRIENDLY REMINDER WHEN BRINGING FOOD TO TEMPLE BETH 

TIKVAH FOR A POT-LUCK DINNER, AN ONEG SHABBAT, ETC. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT TBT IS A ‘KOSHER-STYLE’  FACILITY. 
 

THIS MEANS THAT PEOPLE SHOULD NOT (INTENTIONALLY) BRING TO 
THE BUILDING ITEMS CONTAINING PORK AND SHELLFISH. 

 
ALSO, PEOPLE SHOULD NOT (INTENTIONALLY) BRING DISHES WHERE 

DAIRY AND MEAT ARE ‘MIXED’ . 
 

WE THANK YOU FOR MAKING THE ‘DINING’ EXPERIENCE AT TEMPLE 
BOTH FUN AND MEANINGFUL! !  

 
 
 

 
 
We offer our prayers and well-wishes to the following members of our extended TBT 
family: 
 
Norman Banchik, Ed Black, Phil Black, Barbara Briscoe, Jeff Briscoe, Terri Carroll, 
Idell Cohen, Emery Farkas, Dotty Golden, Paul Hamer, Lawrence Hill, Frances 
Hoffman, Johnnie Kaufler, Steve Levy, Jeff Maierson, Barry Marks, Adele Regan, 
Judy Salinsky, Jane-Ellen Schneider, Ariel Sharon, Steve Singer, Deborah Walenta 
(We also ask for God’s protection upon Brandon Boone, grandson of Jerry and Jean 
Cahn, now serving in Iraq.) 
 
If you have any names to add (or subtract) from the above list, please contact Rabbi 
Stander (smstander@yahoo.com), and he’ ll be sure to make the appropriate changes 
in the following month’s bulletin.  And of course, the rabbi will ask each week for 
God’s blessings upon those who are ill, whether their names are read from the Bimah 
or from the congregation.  Additionally, if you (or someone you know) is in need of a 
home and/or hospital visit, please let Rabbi Stander know right away (281.286.1717).  
The rabbi can only make the Mitzvah of Bikkur Cholim (comforting the sick) if he 
knows there’s a need.  Thank you! 
 

 

 
Our deepest condolences to the Karnilow family, on the recent death of Judd and 
Sheri’s aunt Sandra Richer. 



 
And our deepest condolences to the Wright family, on the recent death of Susan and 
Bruce’s cousin Steve Graham. 
 
May each of their loved ones names be forever remembered as a blessing.  And may  
each of them be comforted among those who mourn in Zion and Jerusalem. 

 
 
 

 
 
On January 11th, Rabbi Stander participated in a ‘master class’  for clergy at Bellaire 
Presbyterian Church in Houston.   
 
On January 14th, Rabbi Stander spoke at Sunday services at Taylor Lake Christian 
Church in Seabrook. 
 
On January 20th-23rd, Rabbi Stander attended the annual conference of the Southwest 
Association of Reform Rabbis (SWARR), held this year in Tulsa, OK. 
 
On January 28th, Rabbi Stander taught a seminar at Yom Limmud, the Houston Jewish 
community’s annual ‘Day of Learning’ , hosted this year by Congregation Beth Israel 
and the Houston Bureau of Jewish Education. 
 
If you would like Rabbi Stander to deliver prayers and/or remarks at your local civic 
organization, please contact him directly at 281.286.1717 or smstander@yahoo.com.  
 
 
 

 
 
I would first like to acknowledge your Board for all the hard work they are doing.  In 
the past 5 years, this seems to be a year with a lot of serious discussion items.  I 
appreciate the dedication and pursuit of what is best for the congregation from my 
board members whom I have the pleasure of leading.  
 
 I also would like to thank all of you for taking time to talk to Clay, Dave or me last 
month.  Your input was essential to help your Board guide TBT.  It was a pleasure 
talking to you and hearing your thoughts, the good, the bad and the.....pretty!  Many 
of you expressed your appreciation for our calls.  Please feel free to communicate on 
your own as it is not always possible to call everyone. 
 



There are many events coming up that I hope TBT©s members will participate in.  Our 
Gala is in February, a Bat Mitzvah nears, and other events will be organized by 
Sisterhood, Men©s Club etc.  Unless you take an interest in TBT community events, 
worship will seem less meaningful.  Or is it unless you take an interest in worship, 
TBT community events will seem less meaningful?   For those of you that frequent 
service, go to some of our community events.  For those of you that just go to the fun 
stuff, try going to some services and let me know if your experience has been 
heightened.   
 
This year there are a number of B©nai Mitzvah in my son©s class, that will occur in the 
next 4 months.  I watch my son, Zach, practice his Hebrew "stuff".  I wonder if he 
knows that we only have maybe 5 families of relatives to invite, none of which live in 
Texas.  Just a very small family, not that they all hate us.  I wonder why he is 
studying so hard to get it right.  We don©t stand over him with threats or anything.  It©s 
not like we expect a huge crowd.  He does it because that is what he feels he should 
do as a Jew in a Jewish Community.  He is proud, thank God, of the Jewish 
Community that you all have created for him...and for us all. 
 
"We must teach our children to dream with open eyes."  by Harry Edwards 
 
Thinking Big, Jack Sasiene   
 

 
 
 

 
Friends, here are but a few ways each of us can support the State of Israel during her 
time of recovery. 
 
http://www.urj.org  (Reform Judaism) 
https://www.houstonjewish.org  (Houston Jewish Federation) 
http://www.israelbonds.com  (Israel Bonds) 
http://www.afmda.org  (Magen David Adom) 
http://www.jnf.org (Jewish National Fund) 
 

May God continue to bless the State of Israel and all who love and support her! !  



 
 
 

  
On selected Sundays through May, Temple Beth Tikvah is offering an adult Hebrew 
class for beginners!  Taught by Mr. Vernon Friedland (one of our temple’s veteran 
Hebrew teachers), the class will focus on liturgical and biblical Hebrew skills.  This 
year, the study text for the class will be Aleph Isn’ t Tough, published by the Union 
for Reform Judaism (URJ).  The class (and materials) are free to TBT members; $100 
for non-members.   
 
The remaining class schedule (10:20 a.m. - 11:35 a.m.) is as follows:   
 

1. February 11th  
2. February 18th  
3. March 25th  
4. April 15th  
5. April 29th 
6. May 13th  

 
We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 
 
 
To the General Fund: 
Steven & Lisa Levy who will sponsor the Tu© Beshavart seder. 
Dana & Bill Philibert in memory of Rona Tritsch cousin of Rabbi Seth & Margo Stander 
Perri Fox donation in memory of David Bialer, father of Susan Sullivan Bialer 
The Oppenheims for the Gala 
Max Elden & Carolyn Fine in honor of Don & Ruth Maiersons grandson Adam  
Joshua  
Michael & Page Gorback in memory of Michael’s grandmother Bertha  
 
To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 
Scott Babitz in memory of his grandmother Lorraine Babitz 
Mardy Schweitzer in memory of her mother Zyra Shirly   

 

 
 



I/We would like to donate to Temple Beth Tikvah’s (please check one below): 
 
--- Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
--- Landscaping Fund 
--- General Fund 
 

·  in honor of 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
·  in memory of 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
your name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please mail this form and your check to: 

 
Temple Beth Tikvah 

12411 Park Shadows Trail 
Houston, TX 77058 
ATTN:  Treasurer 

 
 
 

Thank you for  your  thoughtful generosity! 
 

* **  
 

 

 
 
It has been a number of years since Temple Beth Tikvah has held a Tu B’Shevat 
Seder in religious school. The Seder scheduled for Feb. 4th promises to be a 
wonderful event.  Special thanks go to Steve and Lisa Levy for their donation of $200 
to support this year’s Tu B’Shevat Seder; as well as the many parents, who at this 
writing, have volunteered to help with the set up and clean up of the Seder. 
 
Other happenings in religious school this month include presentations by our students 
at assembly. On Feb. 11 grades 4 and 5 will discuss their favorite commandment(s), 
on Feb. 18th grade 6 will tell their favorite Torah story, and on Feb. 25th grades K,1 
and 2 will talk about how to make their home Jewish.   Nosh and Learn 2.0 will be 
held concurrently with religious school on February 11th at 9 am. 



This month’s installment of Get to Know Your Child’s Teacher focuses on 
Kindergarten and First grade teacher Rhonda Salinksy. 

 
 
Parents please help out your child’s teacher by making sure folders and books 
accompany children to school each Sunday. 
 
Susan Wright 
V.P. Education 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped out at the Annual Chicken Soup Cook-Off on the 
21st. It was lots of fun, as always, and particularly delicious this year. Joyce Johnson 
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Rhonda has been teaching in the public schools for 18 years.  She taught 
K-5 Music for 15 years as a full-time teacher, and is currently in her 3rd 
year of teaching 3-5 music as a part-time music teacher.  She has a 
Bachelor's degree in Music Education all-level, a Texas certification in 
music for grades K-12, a classroom certification in Texas to teach grades 
1-8, and a Masters of Science in Educational Management with a Texas 
administrator’s certificate.  Rhonda is currently in her 5th year of teaching 
K-1 religious school at Temple Beth Tikvah.  Rhonda formerly shared the 
V.P. for Education position for 2 years with Maury Klann while teaching 
religious school. �



did an outstanding job of organizing the event; Thank you, Joyce! The Cook-Off 
seems to be getting bigger and better with every year, and, you know, I think the soup 
even tasted better! Is it the healthy competition or the practice that has our cooks  
surpassing themselves again and again? 
 
The Zeesa Madels Munch and Gab Book Club had double-fun last month at meetings 
on Wednesday, January 3rd and again on the 31st. On the 3rd, we had a lively 
discussion about The Peddler©s Grandson by author Edward Cohen, recommended by 
Cari Greene, our facilitator for the meeting. Then, on the 31st, we analyzed Kaballah, 
A Love Story by author Lawrence Kushner, recommended by Michele Moliver. Very 
different reads and both worthwhile additions to our personal libraries. Thanks to Cari 
and Michele for their recommendations, interesting perspective and the delicious 
munch!  Look for the Readers' Ratings and Recommendations posted each month 
in the library. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 28th at 7pm and the 
book we©re reading is: The Plot Against America, by Phillip Roth.See you then, in the 
library. 
 
I©m hoping to plan a quick get-together in February before we all get caught up in the 
whirlwind of the Annual Gala at the end of the month. Look for details in your in-
box.  TBT Sisterhood is open to all women, both members of TBT and not, who share 
a love for Judaism and a desire for fun and fellowship. Dues are $30.00 per year for 
TBT members and $35.00 for non-members. For more information on joining, 
contact me at pagegorback@earthlink.net. Sisterhood offers something for every 
women and every woman has something to offer us! 

Page Gorback, Sisterhood President 
 

 
 

 
 

Tu B’Shevat: what’s it all about; and how are we celebrating it at TBT? 
 
Tu B’Shevat, or the “New Year of the Trees” , is observed on the fifteenth day (‘ tu’  in 
Hebrew) of the month of Shevat.  Scholars believe that it was originally an 
agricultural festival, marking the emergence of spring.  
 
After the destruction of the Temple in 70 C.E., this holiday was a way for Jews to 
symbolically bind themselves to their former homeland by eating foods that could be 
found in Israel. In the 16th and 17th centuries, sages created a ritual for Tu B’Shevat 
similar to the Passover Seder.  
 
Today, Tu B’Shevat has also become a tree planting festival in Israel, in which both 
Israelis and Jews around the world plant trees in honor or in memory of a loved one 



or friend.  If you would like to help plant trees in Israel, you can visit www.jnf.org, 
the online home of the Jewish National Fund. 
 
* **  
 
Among the foods traditionally eaten on Tu B’Shevat are the ‘Seven Species’ , foods 
associated with the Land of Israel according to Deuteronomy 8:8:  
 

·  Wheat 
·  Barley  
·  Grapes 
·  Figs 
·  Pomegranates 
·  Olives 
·  Dates 

  
Also, we consider the following foods as ‘customary’  during the festival: 
 

·  Fruits and nuts with hard, inedible exteriors and soft edible insides: oranges, 
bananas, walnuts, pistachios, etc.  

·  Fruits and nuts with soft exteriors, but with a hard pit inside: apricots, 
persimmons, etc.  

·  Fruit that is eaten whole: berries, etc.  
 
* **  
 
We hope you’ ll come enjoy the festival with us on two occasions: 
 
On Friday, February 2nd, we invite you to bring to the 6:45 p.m. Pot-Luck Shabbat 
service a dish consisting of one or more of the above-mentioned items. 
 
And on Sunday, February 4th, we invite you to join our religious school students at 
11:00 a.m. for a Tu B’Shevat Seder!   A very special thank you to Steven and L isa 
Levy for  generously and thoughtfully sponsor ing the Sunday Seder for  the entire 
TBT community! 
 
 
* **  
An early ‘Chag Sameach’  to everyone! 



 
         Date Yahrzeit Relationship 

 1 Anna D. Grimes Nell Black©s mother 

 1 Rachel Sagan Cari Greene©s mother 

 3 Elayne Rosenbaum Beck Maury Klann©s mother 

 4 Herman Login Jed Login©s father 

 9 *Crowley George Rowland Joyce Johnson©s father 

 13 Joseph Bein Marvin Bein©s father 

 19 Aron Erenwert Ruth Maierson©s father 

 27 David M. Schneider Alvin & Jane-Ellen Schneider©s son 

 28 Sam Greitzer Mark Gittleman©s grandfather 

 

*  aster isk indicates loved one’s plaque on TBT’s Memor ial Wall 
 

 
 

 
 
02        Johnson family in memory of Joyce©s father, C. G. Rowland 
09        Lieberman family in honor of Jessica’s Bat Mitzvah 
16        Richard & Bonnie Burkhart 
23        Scott & Yael Calili 
 
Please contact Mardy Schweitzer, Oneg Coordinator, at 
mardy@horizonautosvcs.com if you have any questions about sponsoring TBT’s 
Friday night Onegs or if you wish to volunteer to sponsor an Oneg in the near future. 
We request that you do not bring into the temple food with shellfish or pork 
ingredients.   

 
 
 

 



TBT’s New Email L istserv—Are You Subscr ibed? 
 
Because TBT is growing by leaps and bounds, we’ve changed the way we send email 
messages to the congregation.  If you haven’ t yet subscribed to the new listserv or  if 
you’ve changed your  email address, please click on this link TempleBethTikvah-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com and do the following: 
 

·  Send a blank email from the email address where you wish to receive your 
TBT mail 

·  Hit “send”  
 
That’s it!  Once I receive your email on the yahoo group list, you will get an email 
saying you’ve been approved, and then you will receive TBT mail at your email 
address just as you had before.  Thank you for your cooperation!   
 
Amy Shore, Communications Director 

 

        

       NAME DOB 

 Claudia Magid 4 

 Bonnie Burkhart 7 

 Sonia Hamer 7 

 Brook Levy 8 

 Morgan Lindsay Fox 8 

 Johnnie Kaufler 14 

 Ruth Maierson 14 

 Marc Churchman 17 

 Leah Michelle Salinsky 18 

 Liam Marshall Babitz 20 

 Paul Hamer 21 

 Evan Corning 23 

 Shari Elaine Maierson 24 

 Alvin Schneider 25 

 Barbara Hales 26 

 



 

 

 

 

 9 Doug & Jordana Hoffman 

 11 David & Rhonda Salinsky 

 12 Mark & Joan Gittleman 

 13 David Jean & Amy Shore 

 26 Rabbi Seth & Margot Stander 

 27 Jerald & Veronica Carter 
 

 
 

Temple Beth Tikvah Board of Directors for June, 2006 - May, 2007 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jack Sasiene    President     sasiene@aol.com  
David Salinsky     Past President   djs1122@aol.com  
Edward Barnett    VP Finance   ebarnett5@houston.rr.com  
Susan Wright       VP Education     susan401@sbcglobal.net   
Myrna Reingold   VPRitual   riverrein@sbcglobal.net   
Alvin Schneider   VP Bldg&Grounds ahschneider25@aol.com  
Jordana Hoffman  Secretary     jhoffman@0715yahoo.com  
Jerry Cahn      Treasurer        gcahn@houston.rr.com   
Amy Shore Communications    ashore75@yahoo.com   
Barbara Hales Membership  hales@uhcl.edu  
Page Gorback Sisterhood pagegorback@earthlink.net  
Joe Wallack Men©s Club joewallack@aol.com    
Max Elden       Member At-Large maxelden@earthlink.net   
Clay Moliver   Executive VP claymol@earthlink.net   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

Chailights is TBT’s monthly newsletter .  I f you would like to contr ibute 
information, please contact Amy Shore, Communications Director , at 
Ashore75@yahoo.com !  Deadline for  submissions is the 15th of the month.  
Guest editor ials are welcome. 


