
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Friends, 
 
Here’s a wonderful, thought-provoking essay by Rabbi Elliot D. Rosenstock; it’s 
entitled “You Haven©t Fully Celebrated Passover Until . . .”   I hope it sparks some 
good discussion around your respective Seder tables! 
 
B’vracha, 
Rabbi Seth Stander 
 
 
 
 

“ You Haven't Fully Celebrated Passover  Until . . .” . 
 
You haven’ t fully celebrated Passover . . . until you have actually tasted the bitterness 
of bondage, and resolved not to inflict it upon another person©s spirit or will. 
 
. . . until you have felt the anguish of those whose daily fare is not much more ample 
than unleavened bread, and have resolved to help alleviate their plight. 
 
. . . until you have truly said “ Dayenu” : thank You, God, for the blessings which are 
mine; even a fraction of them would excite my gratitude. 
 
. . . until, like Moses, you realize that you are obligated to resist evil that threatens 
not yourself, but others. 



 
. . . until you have realized that Judaism summons you to sing as well as to sigh; to 
feast as well as fast; to play as well as pray. 
 
. . .  until you have decided to prove yourself worthy of the suffering, the sacrifice, 
and the courage of your more far-seeing predecessors. 
 
. . . until you have sensed -- again -- that Judaism is a faith that likes to be explained. 
 
. . .  until you have understood that the opinions and ideas of your children deserve to 
be honored. 
 
. . . until you have sharpened your appetite for freedom: for yourself; and for other 
people of the world. 
 

 
Pesach, known as Passover in English, is a major Jewish spring festival, 
commemorating the Exodus from Egypt over 3,000 years ago.  
 
The ritual observance of this holiday centers around a special home service called the 
Seder (meaning “order” ) and a festive meal; the prohibition of chametz (leaven); and 
the eating of matzah (an unleavened bread).  
 
On the eve of the fifteenth day of Nisan in the Hebrew calendar, we read from a book 
called the Hagaddah, meaning "telling," which contains the order of prayers, rituals, 
readings and songs for the Pesach Seder.  
 
The Pesach Seder is the only ritual meal in the Jewish calendar year for which such 
an order is prescribed, hence its name.  
 
The Seder has a number of scriptural bases.  Exodus 12:3-11 describes the meal of 
lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs which the Israelites ate just prior to the 
Exodus.   
 
In addition, three separate passages in Exodus (12:26-7, 13:8, 13:14) and one in 
Deuteronomy (6:20-21) enunciate the duty of the parents to tell the story of the 
Exodus to their children.  
 

* **  
 
The Seder plate contains various symbolic foods referred to in the Seder itself: 



 
Maror (bitter herbs): Maror (usually horseradish) symbolizes the bitterness of 
Egyptian slavery.   
 
Karpas (vegetable): Karpas (usually parsley) is dipped into salt water during the 
Seder.  The salt water represents the tears shed during Egyptian slavery.   
 
Charoset (apple, nut, spice and wine mixture): Charoset is symbolic of the mortar 
used by Hebrew slaves to build Egyptian structures.   
 
Zeroah (shankbone): The Zeroah is symbolic of the paschal lamb offered as the 
Passover sacrifice in biblical times.   
 
Beitzah (egg): The Beitzah is symbolic of the festival sacrifice made in biblical times.   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Friday, April 6th        
Our “Pot Luck”  Shabbat service will begin at 6:45 p.m.  It will be followed by a pot-
luck dinner and festival Oneg at 7:30 p.m.  During the service, Rabbi Stander will 



share a Passover-themed story.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT OUR POT-LUCK  
DINNER AND ONEG ARE TAKING PLACE DURING PASSOVER – I .E., NO 
LEAVEN!!!    
Friday, April 13th & Saturday, April 14th 
Please join us for a special Shabbat weekend of celebration!  Ashton Hoffman will 
celebrate becoming Bar Mitzvah on April 13th and 14th.  Friday evening services 
begin at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday morning services begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Friday, April 20th  
We will hold a Torah service during our 7:30 p.m. Shabbat evening worship.  Also, 
Rabbi Stander will offer a D’var Torah on the week’s parashah (Tazria-Metzora). 
 
 
Friday, April 27th  
Please join us for 7:30 p.m. Shabbat evening worship.  Rabbi Stander will offer a 
sermon entitled “ What is the nature of holiness?”  
 
 
Saturday, April 28th  
Please join us for a special Shabbat morning of celebration!  Cade Soulsby-Monroy 
will celebrate becoming Bar Mitzvah on April 28th.  Services begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
A FRIENDLY REMINDER WHEN BRINGING FOOD TO TEMPLE BETH TIKVAH FOR A 

POT-LUCK DINNER, AN ONEG SHABBAT, ETC. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT TBT IS A ‘KOSHER-STYLE’  FACILITY. 
 

THIS MEANS THAT PEOPLE SHOULD NOT (INTENTIONALLY) BRING TO THE BUILDING 
ITEMS CONTAINING PORK AND SHELLFISH. 

 
ALSO, PEOPLE SHOULD NOT (INTENTIONALLY) BRING DISHES WHERE DAIRY AND 

MEAT ARE ‘MIXED’ . 
 

WE THANK YOU FOR MAKING THE ‘DINING’  EXPERIENCE AT TEMPLE BOTH FUN AND 
MEANINGFUL!!  

 
 
 

 
 
We offer our prayers and well-wishes to the following members of our extended TBT 
family: 
 



Norman Banchik, Phil Black, Barbara Briscoe, Jeff Briscoe, Terri Carroll, Idell 
Cohen, Joan Courteau, Robert Densmore, Emery Farkas, Dotty Golden, Daniel 
Hayes, Lawrence Hill, Frances Hoffman, Johnnie Kaufler, Peter Loftus, Jeff 
Maierson, Adele Regan, Judy Salinsky, Jane-Ellen Schneider, Ariel Sharon, Cindy 
Sieman, Deeny Shore, Steve Singer, Deborah Walenta (We also ask for God’s 
protection upon Brandon Boone, grandson of Jerry and Jean Cahn, now serving in 
Iraq.)  
 
If you have any names to add (or subtract) from the above list, please contact Rabbi 
Stander (smstander@yahoo.com), and he’ ll be sure to make the appropriate changes 
in the following month’s bulletin.  And of course, the rabbi will ask each week for 
God’s blessings upon those who are ill, whether their names are read from the Bimah 
or from the congregation.  Additionally, if you (or someone you know) is in need of a 
home and/or hospital visit, please let Rabbi Stander know right away (281.286.1717).  
The rabbi can only make the Mitzvah of Bikkur Cholim (comforting the sick) if he 
knows there’s a need.  Thank you! 
 
 

  
Date:  April 16th, 2007 
Time:  7:00 p.m.  
Location:  Congregation Brith Shalom, 4610 Bellaire Blvd.  
  
Holocaust Museum Houston hosts the annual citywide Yom HaShoah 
commemoration as a time to remember those who perished in the Holocaust and to 
honor those who survived. For more information, contact Tamara Savage at 713-942-
8000, ext. 104 or e-mail events@hmh.org.  
 
 

 
     Chaim Weizmann was the first president of Israel, and after Theodor Herzl, he was 
the major Zionist leader.  The following is a story told of Chaim Weizmann in Harold 
Kushner©s book, To Life!              
    This occurred at a time when Dr. Chaim Weizmann was lobbying British 
politicians to win their support for the Zionist effort to gain a Jewish homeland.  One 
member of the House of Lords said to him, "Why do you Jews insist on Palestine 
when there are so many undeveloped countries you could settle in more 
conveniently?"  Weizmann answered, "That is like my asking you why you drove 
twenty miles to visit your mother last Sunday when there are so many old ladies 
living on your street."   
      Why do we endure the trials of being Jewish?  Why did we struggle to get out of 
Egypt? (Passover Seder April 3rd, RSVP 3-26)  Why do we celebrate our efforts 



throughout the centuries?  Because that is who we are and we are proud of it.  We at 
TBT are proud to have built a synagogue where there was nothing.  We are proud to 
make the effort to show our freedom as Reform Jews.  If the members of TBT wanted 
the easy path, one that requires little effort, we could travel elsewhere to periodically 
worship with another community.  If we didn©t care about our reform friends, our 
interfaith friends, we could easily go elsewhere.  Those of you who are members at 
this temple, are so, because you realize the need in this community and how a handful 
have sacrificed to establish TBT as we know it.  Those founders are passionate about 
it and have done whatever was necessary to build it and continue it.  I respect that as 
do all of you.  As the Zionist©s did, we must work as a group to develop a winning 
strategy, maybe different from originally planned, but getting us to the same 
point......  A thriving membership, that one day we can all step back and say;  "I 
helped create this wonderful Jewish Community where all are welcome... and it was 
tough and we fought, struggled and compromised, but it is ours."   
    I want to be part of that group.  Because as Weizmann understood, if something is 
worth having.......it is worth fighting for.   
"Show me someone who has done something worthwhile, and I©ll show you someone 
who has overcome adversity."  by Lou Holtz 
Thinking Big, Jack Sasiene 
 
 

 
 

 
Friends, here are but a few ways each of us can support the State of Israel in 2007: 
 
http://www.urj.org  (Reform Judaism) 
https://www.houstonjewish.org  (Houston Jewish 
Federation) 
http://www.israelbonds.com  (Israel Bonds) 
http://www.afmda.org  (Magen David Adom) 
http://www.jnf.org (Jewish National Fund) 
 
 

May God continue to bless the State of Israel and all who love and support her! !  



 
 
 

  
On selected Sundays through May, Temple Beth Tikvah is offering an adult Hebrew 
class for beginners!  Taught by Mr. Vernon Friedland (one of our temple’s veteran 
Hebrew teachers), the class will focus on liturgical and biblical Hebrew skills.  This 
year, the study text for the class will be Aleph Isn’ t Tough, published by the Union 
for Reform Judaism (URJ).  The class (and materials) are free to TBT members; $100 
for non-members.   
 
The remaining class schedule (10:20 a.m. - 11:35 a.m.) is as follows:   
 

1.  April 15th  
2.  April 29th 
3.  May 13th  

 
We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

 
 
 
To the General Fund: 
From Donald Musslewhite whose company does business with Steven Levy 
Enterprises, Inc.—a donation in honor of Steven Levy.  
 
From Joyce & Dan Johnson in memory of Ann Rowland, Joyce’s mother, and Joyce’s 
dear friend Cindy Colvin. 
 
From Jean & Jerry Cahn in memory of Stephen Cahn, Jerry©s father. 
 
* **  

 

 
 
 
I/We would like to donate to Temple Beth Tikvah’s (please check one below): 
 



--- Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
--- Landscaping Fund 
--- General Fund 
 

·  in honor of 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
·  in memory of 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
your name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please mail this form and your check to: 

 
Temple Beth Tikvah 

12411 Park Shadows Trail 
Houston, TX 77058 
ATTN:  Treasurer 

 
 
 

Thank you for  your  thoughtful generosity! 
 

* **  
 

 

 
 
Planning is already underway for 2007-2008 religious school.  Look for some 
changes in the curriculum next year which will include expanded arts and crafts, and 
outdoor activities. Once again this year  we are asking that all current TBT 
members/parents please help us by pre-register ing your  child(ren) for  religious 
school. Registering in advance helps us plan for class room organization, appropriate 
numbers of teachers, supplies and books. 
 
FREE pre-registration for children who will be entering grades PreK-7 in the 
upcoming school year will start April 1 and continue until May 31, 2007.  
Registration and code of conduct forms are attached with this Chailights, can be 
downloaded from the temple website, or picked up at the temple. Families 
register ing children after  May 31, 2007 will be charged a late 
registration/processing fee of $50 per  child.  Both the registration and code of 



conduct forms must be completed and returned before children can attend religious 
school in Fall07.   
 
Assembly and special programs during the month of April include Question and 
Answer with the Rabbi on April 1 and 15; a SPECIAL all grade art project to 
celebrate Israeli Independence Day at »11:10 a.m. followed by “ favorite moments in 
Jewish History”  presented by grade 6 on April 22; and a Jewish flags presentation by 
K & 1 on April 29.   PreK will be celebrating Pesach on April 1,  Gesher will meet on 
April 15, and Adult Hebrew meets on April 15 and 29th. 
 
Susan Wright 
V.P. Education 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

TBT Sisterhood is getting ready for our Passover seder coming up on April 3. The 
seder is a very special event each year, but we will need lots of help to pull it off. 
Thankfully we have Harriet Hayes to coordinate. She always does a wonderful job. 
Look for sign-up sheets at the temple or give Harriet a call or an email and ask how 
you can help out!  We©ll need a crew for set-up Tuesday afternoon and another for 
clean-up after the dinner. And, all of you chefs out there, we©re looking for Matzo 
Ball Soup, Haroset and passover-friendly desserts. Any donations are welcome! 
 
Our next Sisterhood meeting will be on Sunday, April 22 to elect officers and discuss 
our plans for next year.  Look for details on where and what time in your inbox. And 
please plan to join us for this very important meeting. 
 
The Zeesa Madels Munch and Gab Book Club met on Wednesday, March 28th to 
discuss Remedy for Treason, by Caroline Roe. Thanks to TBT member Carol Shorn 
for her recommendation. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, April 25th at 7pm 
to discuss The Pacific and Other Stories, by Mark Helprin recommended by Judith 
Oppenheim. This book, and all of our choices, can be found new or used at 



amazon.com or at the Freeman Library. Please join us for what promises to be a 
lively discussion. Look for the Readers' Ratings and Recommendations posted 
each month at the temple. See you on the 25th, in the Library. 
 
TBT Sisterhood is open to all women, both members of TBT and not, who share a 
love for Judaism and a desire for fun and fellowship. Dues are $30.00 per year for 
TBT members and $35.00 for non-members. For more information on joining, 
contact me at pagegorback@earthlink.net.  

Sisterhood offers something for every women and every woman has something to 
offer us! 
Page Gorback, Sisterhood President 
 
 

 

Ashton Prager Hoffman is the son of Doug and Jordana Hoffman and the brother of 
15 year old Kara Hoffman.  In Clear Lake he lives with his family and pets Samson, a 
chocolate lab who is almost two years old, and Hamlet, a Russian Dwarf hamster who 
is approximately six months of age.  Ashton is a 7th grader in the WAVE program for 
the gifted and talented at Westbrook Intermediate School; his favorite subject is 
theater.  In his free time Ashton enjoys playing on his computer, playing tennis, and 
hanging out with friends…and sleeping, too!  In the future Ashton wishes to become 
either a lawyer or an independent business owner.  For his Bar Mitzvah project, 
Ashton volunteered with the Interfaith Caring Ministries after-school program.  Every 
day they feed approximately fifty underprivileged children snacks, and Ashton wishes 
to thank everyone who gave snacks for the kids.  Helping him get to his special day, 
Ashton wishes to thank his mother, father, sister, uncles, aunts, grandparents, and the 
Rabbi.  Mazel Tov and best wishes to Ashton and his family on the occasion of his 
April 14th Bar Mitzvah! 
 

* **  

***  
 
Thank you to Susan Kramer and Sharon Whitcomb for making and donating their 
wonderful hamentaschen to our Purim Carnival, and thanks to the First family for 
donating their Bubbe©s delicious hamentaschen to our Purim Carnival! 



 
      Date Yahrzeit Relationship 

 1 Lou Schiffman Michele Moliver©s step-grandfather 

 1 David Ehrlich Michele Moliver©s grandfather 

 1 Joe Tritsch Margot Stander©s uncle 

 4 Jason Briscoe Jennifer Briscoe©s brother 

 4 *Hilda Hamburger Paul Hamer©s mother 

 8 *Louis Finkelstein Edith Hamer©s father 

 11 Leah F. Black Herman Black©s mother 

 18 *Sylvia Bialer Susan Bialer-Sullivan©s grandmother 

 

*  aster isk indicates loved one’s plaque on TBT’s Memor ial Wall 
 

 

 
 
April 2007 (Erev Pesach) 
06      TBD 
13      Hoffman family in honor of Ashton’s Bar Mitzvah 
20      Moliver family in memory of Lou Schiffman and David Ehrlich, Michele’s  
           step-grandfather and grandfather 
27      TBD 
Please contact Mardy Schweitzer, Oneg Coordinator, at 
mardy@horizonautosvcs.com if you have any questions about sponsoring TBT’s 
Friday night Onegs or if you wish to volunteer to sponsor an Oneg in the near future. 
We request that you do not bring into the temple food with shellfish or pork 
ingredients.   



TBT’s New Email L istserv—Are You Subscr ibed? 
 
Because TBT is growing by leaps and bounds, we’ve changed the way we send email 
messages to the congregation.  If you haven’ t yet subscribed to the new listserv or  if 
you’ve changed your  email address, please click on this link TempleBethTikvah-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com and do the following: 
 

·  Send a blank email from the email address where you wish to receive your 
TBT mail 

·  Hit “send”  
That’s it!  Once I receive your email on the yahoo group list, you will get an email 
saying you’ve been approved, and then you will receive TBT mail at your email 
address just as you had before.  Thank you for your cooperation!   
~Amy Shore, Communications Director 

 

        

       NAME DOB 

 Coral Zelon 4 

 Ashton Hoffman 14 

 Carol Schorn 14 

 Richard Golden 14 

 Elisheva Kate Stander 17 

 Madeline Wallach 17 

 Heather Stein 18 

 Angela May First 20 

 Jennifer Golden 22 

 David Leboe 24 

 Mariana Buchner 24 

 Anna Wallack 27 

 Duff Daniel Harris 28 

 Adam Weinman 29 

 Brooke Corning 29 

 David Freed 29 

 Jane-Ellen Schneider 29 



 

 

 
 4/2 Jeff McDonald & Jennifer Briscoe-McDonald 
 4/15 Nelson & Perri Fox 
 4/27 Dan & Joyce Johnson 
 4/29 Rick Sullivan & Susan Bialer-Sullivan 
 4/30 Joseph Wallack & Ruth Levine 
 

 
 

Temple Beth Tikvah Board of Directors for June, 2006 - May, 2007 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jack Sasiene    President     sasiene@aol.com  
David Salinsky     Past President   djs1122@aol.com  
Edward Barnett    VP Finance   ebarnett5@houston.rr.com  
Susan Wright       VP Education     susan401@sbcglobal.net   
Myrna Reingold   VPRitual   riverrein@sbcglobal.net   
Alvin Schneider   VP Bldg&Grounds ahschneider25@aol.com  
Jordana Hoffman  Secretary     jhoffman@0715yahoo.com  
Jerry Cahn      Treasurer        gcahn@houston.rr.com   
Amy Shore Communications    ashore75@yahoo.com   
Barbara Hales Membership  hales@uhcl.edu  
Page Gorback Sisterhood pagegorback@earthlink.net  
Joe Wallack Men©s Club joewallack@aol.com    
Max Elden       Member At-Large maxelden@earthlink.net   
Clay Moliver   Executive VP claymol@earthlink.net   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chailights is TBT’s monthly newsletter .  

 I f you would like to contr ibute information, please contact Amy Shore, 
Communications Director , at Ashore75@yahoo.com !   

Deadline for  submissions is the 15th of the month.  Guest editor ials are welcome. 


