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Israel in Action
by Rabbi Deborah Schlos

Amidst all the horrific stories and pictures of the earthquake
aftermath in Haiti, | saw at least two bright spots: ZAKA (the
Hebrew acronym for Disaster Victim Identification) and the
IDF (Israel Defense Forces) both prominently helping in
Haitian search, rescue, and recovery efforts.

Twenty-one years ago, a yeshiva student named Yehuda Mesh
Zahav and his fellow students were startled by a loud boom,
first followed by silence and then bloodcurdling screams.

They rushed to the scene to find an Israeli bus, which had
exploded from an act of terrorism. They began to care for the
wounded and the dead: "It was chilling and horrifying chaos,”
recall s Meshi Zahav, who bec

ZAKA has since developed its operations to include
emergency response and assistance in international disasters.
A team from ZAKA pulled eight students from a collapsed
eight-story Port-au-Prince university building the Shabbat
after Haiti 60s hloersx-mdniteam flewato t
Haiti from Mexico, after just completing a 38-hour stint to
recover and identify Jewish victims of a helicopter crash.
Mati Goldstein, head of ZAKA's International Rescue Unit,
described the situation in Haiti by e-mail to the organization's
Jerusalem headquarters. "Everywhere, the acrid smell of
bodies hangs in the airé It
of the Holocaust-t housands of bodies
members, all Orthodox Jews, took time out to recite Shabbat
prayers wrapped in their prayer shawls standing on the
coll apsed buildingséMany | o
staring at the men as they prayed facing Jerusalem. At the
end of the prayers, they crowded around the delegation and
kissed their tallitot."

Continued on Page 8 Israel
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Chicken Soup Cook -Off Photo Gallery

by Bruce K. Blackwell
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TEMPLE Beth Tikvah

Tu B'Shevat Seder

New Year for Trees
Friday February 5 ™, 2010, 6:30 PM Seder  followed by

family style Pot Luck dinner
Girl Scout Troop 586 will earn their
Jewish American Heritage Patch.

Do you know the origins of Jewish Arbor Day?
Come bless and enjoy the fruits and nuts of Eretz Yisrael, The Land of Israel

Please bring a covered dish for the Potluck Dinner.
For the names beginning with:
A-K= main dishes
L-Z= vegetables & salads
Come and enjoy learning about the  Jewish New Year for trees.
RSVP: Adults
Children 12  and under

E-mail: HarrietHayes@comcast.net 832-689-7707
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Dance and Party Your Wa’

By Max Elder
What a way to get into the Val
Mends Club invites you and youl

~+. fun filled dance party at the Temple the evening before
: Val ent i @Eebrearyd3ay 7:30 Saturday evening.
Swing and swoon with your sweetheart. Learn new dance steps!

For$30 percouplewe 861 | suppl y f i n,eancefinstractor @gaead belowg, ard s

most important, a temple transformed into a place of romance, fun, and frivolity. Come and

enjoy partying withold friends and maki ng new ones. I f youdre
youdre not) there will be plenty of time for sc

other TBT members. Bring a bottle or two of good wine to share .

So put your dancing shoes ondpreferably the dressy ones with leather soles t hat o | hel p
slide on the carpet dand get intothat ever]l ovdn Val entthenTeBoTs \sapliebDaiytti naetc
Party and Dance! At the T emple Saturday, February 13", at 7:30

Please let us know by February 10 if you are coming so we can make the necessary
preparations. RSVP to Max Elden (281.286.345% maxelden@earthlink.net ) or Joel Cohen (281-
788-4522: jbcohentx@verizon.net ). See you on the 13" 1!

CONTACT US

Michael Stephens - Instructor
Phone: 713.203.8834

michael@timetodance.biz
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Ask the Rabbi
by Rabbi Schloss and Judith Oppenheim

Q: Is Tu B'Shevat a holiday that was founded along with the State of Israel? Does its date
correspond with the timing of tree -planting in Israel? What do Jews who live in the southern
hemisphere do to celebrate this holiday?

A- Tu BdShevat was cel ebr aeédidracl OtNates BaEkRoOORIEudich e St
ti mes and is one of four oOnew yearso6 the Jewi sh
about the other ones i n s iUihedamudlooksapoodthesl&™ daylok Ra b
the Hebrew month of Shevat as the new year with respect to certain agricultural laws for

tithing. At this time, the fruit of many trees begins to bloom in Israel, as most of the winter

rain has finished its cycle and the sap in the trees has risen. The almond tree is given special
prominence as it is believed to be the first tree to blossom in Israel.

After our ancestors were exiled from Eretz Yisr
our connection to the land of Israel.  Today, Jews living both within and outside of Isr ael in

BOTH hemispheres celebrate this special bond to Israel. Last year, Priya and | were privileged

to spend Tu BdShevat in |Israel on a kibbutz and
planted trees and flowers. It was quite poignant to literal ly touch the land of Israel and feel

our connection to it on this day!

A special way that we celebrate Tu BO6Shevat is
Passover sedeTshgrtbr)tl dm o0so AeX i ted that we wil!/|
engage in this special ritual together at TBT on Friday night, February 5 " at 6:30. Please RSVP

so we can plan for your atten dance.

Senior Youth Group Heifer International  Fundraiser Results

by Page Gorback

The Youth Group's Heifer Internati onal Fundraiser came to an end on January 24th, after the
Chicken Soup Cookoff. We collected $143.44 to help a family in an underdeveloped nation. A
suggestion was made that we consider donating the funds to Haiti instead, since they have
been so terribly devastated by earthquake recently. We put it to a vote and the kids decided
that, while Haiti is certainly deserving, they have received substantial funding since the
earthquake and the purchase of an animal through Heifer International was still their ch  oice.
The Group decided to purchase a Llama for a family in Latin America. As we learned from the
Heifer International website, "...Ilamas are a blessing to families with limited pasture land
because they eat the scrub vegetation that other domesticated an imals won't eat...\Women
weave their fleece into warm clothing to wear or sell. They use their llamas to carry goods to
market...Llamas provide families with invaluable sources of transportation, income and wool,
used for making blankets, ponchos, carpet an d rope." We're very grateful to everyone who
contributed to this worthy cause. We have made a mitzvah that we can all be proud of.
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Junior Youth Group Update

by Claudia Lezell Magid

Through the Gesher program, many of the youths went to Greene Family Camp over the
December46 weekend. Even though we faced unus
youths had a great time. This was a city wide Gesher event and other junior youth groups

from the various synagogues joined in on the activities. Lots of new friendships were
developed, as well as, some existing were more solidified. From this weekend experience

the youths were successfully able to see the benefit in staying involved with their ~ Jewish
education through Gesher and the Temple.

For those that werenot able to attend, t he
great fun and the Youths enjoyed working t
awesome event!

(

The Youths have decided for one of the Youth Group activities they will be helping with the
Purim Carnival. We had a great brainstorming meeting and | believe came up with some
good suggestions for a great eventéso make

Another future activity the youths would like to do is attend some classes learning Israel
Defense, but unfortunately the location in our area has yet to open..so stay tuned for
future updates.

The next City Wide Gesher event for the Youths is going to be a Shabbaton on February 20,
2010 at Temple Sinai. ltds advertised to ¢
fun with 8 ™ and 9™ graders from other synagogues! So how can we go wrongJ




